^                   LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

'In thought alone doth man become aware
How vain his knowledge and how void his life.
Only to him whose^heart can deeply feel
Can happiness be given/

About this time the marriage of Ludwig's sister Charlotte with
the Crown Prince of Wiirttemberg took place. It was noticeable
both to Ludwig and to everyone else that the bridegroom treated
his young wife with conspicuous coldness and indifference.
Immediately after the ceremony he said to her: 'We are the
victims of politics/ This was much discussed and was considered
to offer no favourable prospect for the future wedded happiness
of the couple.1 On their departure from Munich the Prince did
not even share his wife's carriage. This behaviour was the more
remarkable as the initiative for the marriage had been his. With
some misgivings Ludwig saw his favourite sister depart. He begged
her to keep him informed of her affairs: 'Everything that con-
cerns you is of the greatest interest to me.' The friendship between
brother and sister was real and close.

Very soon it was reported in Munich that the marriage was not
a success. The Crown Prince wished to leave for Switzerland, but
first he wanted to know how much truth there was in the rumour.
From his kind reception by the King of Wiirttemberg he was in-
clined to think that the Munich gossip had been exaggerated. At
the same time his letter to his father did not sound very reassuring:
'The Crown Prince is very civil to Charlotte.'2 That was hardly the
attitude of a man who had been married a month. After this visit
the Bavarian Crown Prince made a six weeks' tour of Switzerland.

Meanwhile events of importance to the whole of Europe had
taken place in Spain and Portugal and had considerably affected
Napoleon's plans. During the spring he had occupied Portugal
with a handful of soldiers and had forced the Royal House of
Braganza to fly to Brazil. A similar fate was reserved for Spain.
But for this to be brought about the Emperor had to be safe-
guarded in the north, where he was constantly exposed to attack
by either Austria or Prussia. He therefore invited the Czar, who
loved pomp and show, on a visit to him in Erfurt on the 27th
of September, 1808. A great number of other Princes, among
them the King of Bavaria, were also to be there in order that the
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